Christmas Gift

From the book, Little Women, Louisa May Alcott wrote,
“Christmas won’t be Christmas without any presents.”

Today’s message is in agreement with that statement.
As Paul was writing to the Corinthian church about the gift he was collecting for
the Jerusalem church, he thought of God’s gift in Jesus Christ. He exclaimed,
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (2 Cor. 9:15)
This morning | will seek to explain the indescribable.
Imagine that you received a Christmas gift you couldn’t open it until you guessed
what it was. After following a set of clues with riddle-like descriptions, you finally
guessed what it was, and were allowed to open it.
“It’s flat and square...”
“It contains words and a story...”
“It has chapters and page numbers...”
“It’s a book!”
Unlike other gifts, the gift of God in Jesus Christ is much more complicated.

From the start, Matthew writes of the dilemma of Joseph learning that Mary was
with child. As he was pondering what to do with Mary, whom he was engaged to,

“... an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has
been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.
Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and
they shall call His name Immanuel, which translated means, ‘God with us.”
(Matt. 1: 20-23)

What makes the Gift of God in Jesus Christ indescribable?

The nature of the gift

The work of the gift

The grace of the gift

The result in those who receive the gift!

! James Montgomery Boice, The Christ of Christmas, (Phillipsburg: P & R Publishing, 2009), Pp.
182-191. Key points from the final chapter, The Indescribable Gift were inspiring to these
points.



I The Nature of the Gift
One aspect of the birth of Christ is that He is God, and is beyond description.

The angel quotes from Isaiah concerning the baby,
Calling Him, Immanuel, which means, “God with us.”

“You shall name Him, Jesus,” meaning, “Jehovah saves.”

Boice writes,
“Can we say what it means for God to be self-existent, having no
origins, and being beyond the full range of human discovery?
Can we say what it means for Him to be self-sufficient, needing
nobody?
Can we understand what it means to be a spirit or to be “infinite,
eternal, and unchangeable.”

Mary, the mother of Jesus, asked how she, being a virgin, could be pregnant.

And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that
reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35).

When a child is God He is indescribable.
This gift would be the greatest of all gifts since none could be greater than God.

John Milton wrote:

Welcome all wonders in one sight —
Eternity shut in a span,
Summer in winter, day in night,
Heaven in earth, and God in man.
Blest little one,
Whose all embracing birth
Lifts earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth.
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Jesus’ incarnation:

The Word that
always was (eternal),
always was with God (eternally distinct and separate Persons),
and always was (eternally) God,

“became flesh and dwelt among us...” (John 1:1; 14).
The Creator of all things joined His creation by become a man.

The King of glory left heaven’s majesty and beauty and was born of a poor young
woman in a shabby stable that housed animals. He gave up riches to put on rags.

Paul’s lesson on humility used Jesus incarnation as an example

“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who,
although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant and being made in the likeness of men.” (Phil. 2:5-7).

Existed as God

Emptied Himself — gave up all godly rights and prerogatives.

Experienced manhood — Jesus took on the nature of a man —incarnation.
Exalted by God

One difficulty is trying to describe God in terms of the Trinity.
“‘Jesus claimed to be God, but at the same time He spoke of
God the Father and prayed to Him, thus indicating that there were
distinctions within the Godhead.”

The church after 300 years ratified the formula
of “one God existing in the three co-equal Persons.”

At the incarnation Jesus became man, and had a dual nature- both God and man.
Speaking of Christ’s being, the Council of Chalcedon produced this language:
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“...perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly God and
truly man, of a reasonable soul and body; consubstantial [coessential]
with the Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial with us
according to the Manhood,; in all things like unto us, without sin;
begotten before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and

in these latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin

Mary... in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly
inseparably....”

Succinctly stated the creeds say,
e Thereis one God in three persons {and that}
e Jesusis one person in two natures.

The gift is indescribable because of who Jesus is, and what He has done.

The Nature of the Gift
II. The Work of the Gift

Jesus provided salvation for us by His sacrifice on the cross.

“Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself
through Christ...He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our
behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

2 Cor. 5:18a, 21)

Because we have sinned we needed salvation.
Christ came to be our Savior.
and you shall call His name Jesus,
for He will save His people from their sins.

Paul writes,

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins .... But God, being
rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved) ....” (Eph. 2:1, 5)

“The Son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of God.”
C.S. Lewis
lll. The grace of the gift



The grace of the gift refers to the gracious way in which the gift was given.
The gift of Jesus Christ along with His work of salvation were given to those who
did not deserve it.

A little boy wrote a letter to Santa Claus that said,
“Dear Santa: There are three boys living at my house. Jeffrey is two, David
Is four, and Norman is seven. Jeffrey is good some of the time, David is
good some of the time, and Norman is good all of the time. I am Norman.”

The problem with that is that none of us is a Norman.
None of us is good enough to deserve God’s gift.

Boice writes,
“Most of our gifts have nothing to do with grace. We give
because the recipients of our gifts have some claim upon us:
they are members of our family, people who have helped us in
some way, or individuals who gave to us last year. Even when
we give to someone who has no special claim upon us,
someone who is perhaps just in great physical or material
need, we usually do so because of some recognized obligation
due to both of being members of the human race. But God is
not a member of the human race, and our race is in rebellion
against Him. We are His enemies. Yet it was ‘while we were
still sinners [enemies| Christ died for us’ (Romans 5:8).”

The grace of God’s gift is indescribable. If fact, we cannot conceive of His grace
and mercy — the gracious manner, in which the gift was given.

Mankind wasn’t just undeserving; they are sinful by nature.
—to an extent beyond our imagination and understanding.

The prophet Jeremiah wrote,
The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick;
who can understand it? “l, the Lord search the heart, | test the mind,
even to give to each man according to his ways according to the
results of his deeds.” (Jer. 17:9-10).

The psalmist wrote,



The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; There is
no one who does good. The Lord has looked down from heaven
upon the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, who
seek after God. They have all turned aside, together they have
become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.

(Ps. 14:1-3).

Just as it is difficult to understand and describe the gift,
so the gracious way in which it was given.

IV. The results in those who receive the gift.
The gift of God is indescribable because of what it accomplishes!

1. Forgiveness
Jesus’ purpose was to be our Savior

Boice writes,
“Unlike anybody else who has ever been born, He was not only man; He
was God as well. Therefore while as a man He could die upon the cross, as
God he died in order to pay the infinite price necessary or our salvation.”

...He shall save His people from their sins!

“Jesus brings forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of God’s
grace. We are in rebellion against God, and God has loved us while
we were yet sinners. But God does not merely love us and let it go at
that. He also forgives our sin through Christ’s sacrifice.”®

Forgiveness means “to cancel the debt” so that it is gone.
God hurls “all our iniquities into the depths of the sea ” (Micah 7:19)

Isaiah wrote,“ | have swept away your offense
your sins | ike (£4:22). morning mi
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Davidwrote,” As f ar as t he east i's form the w
so far has he removed o(Bsri03t2) ans gr e

“Their sins and lawless acts Ilwi | | r e me mb @¢leb. 1m13). mor e”
Our sins are gone for good — never to be remembered, returned, or brought up.

The first result is forgiveness, the second is justification.

2. Justification

Forgiveness is about forgetting the past. Justification is about a new standing
before God. We are made righteous in Christ, like putting on new clothes.
God looks upon us and instead of seeing sins, He sees Christ, in all His
righteousness. We have been justified — declared righteous.

We are forgiven, justified, and then adopted into the family.
3. Adoption

Imagine being a homeless child, destined to poverty and destruction.
Then miraculously you are adopted into a family where there is safety,
security, and a future with love, peace and happiness.

So we were adopted into God’s family.

“...remember that you were at that time separate from Christ,
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”
(Eph. 2:12)
“‘But as many as received Him,
to them He gave the right to become children of God,
even to those who believe in His name...”
(John 1:12)
“See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us,
that we would be called children of God; and such we are...”
(1Jn.3:1)

As God’s children we are heirs and so much more; heaven is our eternal home.



The gift of God is indescribable in this life and even in the life to come.

The Scottish preacher, Robert Murray McCheyne wrote this hymn about what
heaven will add to our understanding of the gift of Jesus Christ.

When this passing world is done,

When has sunk yon glaring sun,

When we stand with Christ in glory,

Looking o"er life’'s finished story,
Then, Lord, shall | fully know,

Not till then, how much | owe.

When | stand before the throne,
Dressed in beauty not my own,
When | see Thee as Thou art,
Love Thee with unsinning heatrt,
Then, Lord, shall | fully know,
Not till then, how much | owe.

Paul’s response: Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.




